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Galen's treatises on the dassification and causation of diseases and symptoms are an impartant companent of his prodigious oeuvre, farming a bridge between his thearetical
works and his practical, dinical writings. As such, they remained an integral companent of the medical teaching curriculum well into the second millennium. In these four
treatises (only one of which has been previously translated into English), Galen nat only provides a framework for the exhaustive dassification of diseases and their symptoms
s a prelude to his analysis of their causation, but he also attempts to establish predse definitions of all the key terms involved. Unlike ather of his works, these treatises are
notably moderate in tone, taking into account different views on structure and causation in & relatively even-handed way, Nonetheless, they are a clear statement of the
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The first book to offer an integrated reading of andient Greek attitudes to laughter. Taking material from various genres and contexts, the book analyses both the theory and
the practice of laughter as & revealing expression of Greek values and mentalities, Greek society developed distinctive institutions for the celebration of laughter as & capacity
which could bridge the gap between humans and gods; but it also feared laughter for its power to expose individuals and groups to shame and even violence, Caught
between ideas of pleasure and pain, friendship and enmity, laughter became & theme of recurrent interest in various contexts, Employing & sophisticated mode! of cultural
histary, Stephen Haliwell traces elaborations of the theme in 2 series of impartant texts: ranging far beyond modern accounts of humaur’, he shows how perceptions of
laughter helped to shape Greek conceptions of the bady, the mind and the meaning of life.
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And on the assumption that gods koo philosophise ... T do not doubt that they thereby also know how ko laugh in
a superhuman and news way — and at the expense of all serious things!

Nietzsche

BETWEEN PATHOS AMD ELOODLUST: THE RANGE OF HOMERIC LALGHTER

It is & Far-reaching cultural Fact that so much of the ancient Gresk collective repertaire of behavioural paradignms and self-images (in religion, ethics, psychology, warfare,
palitics) was grounded in the songs of Homer, Yet it might seem surprising and counterintuitive to extend that thesis to, of all things, the manifestations of laughter. After all,
there is at first sight not much opportunity For laughter, whether For characters ar audiences, in the fad’and Gdlessey. But while in purely quantitative terms laughter does not
bulk large in Homeric epic, its appearances in both poems are all highly charged with significance and contribute symbolically to narrative moments which were to remain
powerfully resonant For laker Greeks, Inthe fag occurrences of laughing and smiling are distributed across more than half the books of the poem and divided almost equally
between gods and humans, But a majority of the relevant passages are clustered in five main scenes: the gods on Olympus at the end of Book, 1, the Thersites episode in Book
2, the Hector and Andromache encounter in Book &, the Fighting of the gods in Book 21, and the Funeral games in Book 23,
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BETWEEN PATHOS AND BLOODLUST: THE RANGE
OF HOMERIC LAUGHTER
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